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A LIGHT TO THE NATIONS 
A Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Arthur M. Suggs 

Preached on February 12, 2017 

 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

oes Christianity Rise or Fall 

with the Resurrection? 

In Isaiah 49, in the middle of Verse 6, is the 

marching order, in which the Lord says:  

“I will give you as a light to the na-

tions, that my salvation may reach to 

the end of the earth.”   

The textbook that I had for Old Testament 

Theology when I was in seminary, was enti-

tled Light to the Nations.  The second phrase, 

“That my salvation may reach to the end of 

the earth,” leads me to talk a little about sal-

vation this morning.   

One of the classes that my wife teaches is 

called TOK, the Theory of Knowledge.  It’s 

sort of like a high-school philosophy class, 

and one of the units that’s always part of it  

is religion.  Along with a Muslim, a Jew, a 

Buddhist, and any number of other repre-

sentatives, I have sometimes appeared in a 

lively panel discussion for the kids in that 

class.   

Tracy is one of two teachers that conduct a 

couple of units of that class, and one day a 

conversation caught my attention.  A young 

student, who was very much an Evangelical 

Protestant Christian, asked me:  

“Would you agree that Christianity 

rises or falls with the Resurrection?”   

Here’s how I replied, and you may decide 

whether I should keep my job or not.   

ith Belief on the Cusp, Is It 

Christian to Follow Christ? 

My response was:   

“For classic orthodox understanding 

of Christianity, the answer is ‘Yes, of 

course.  However, may I ask you a 

question in return?’  What I asked him 

was, ‘For someone who has trouble 

believing in something as striking and 

rare as a resurrection or other such 

things as the virgin birth or walking 

on water and yet still seeks to model 

his or her life on the life of Jesus and 

tries to live in a Christ-like manner, 

would you call such a person Chris-

tian?’ ”   

The young man waited ten minutes before he 

answered my question.  We had been stand-

ing off to one side, and he went back to his 

desk and thought and thought.  I was really 

proud of the youngster.  He pondered my 

query as deeply as he could before he an-

swered back.  What the question rested upon 

was his identity as a Christian person, based 

upon what he believed or how he would act.  

It’s a question for the ages.  Ten minutes 

later, he came back and said, “Yes, but that 

would be ridiculous, foolish.”  That was 

pretty simple, but nevertheless he said, “Yes” 

to the question.   

I told you this story because there's breadth to 

what we call Christian, what we define as 

Christianity.  Today, I would like to look at 
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one of those bedrock doctrines that’s part of 

the faith.  And you very well might be sur-

prised at where this leads.   

The issue of the day is Jesus the Christ as sav-

ior.  Have you been saved?  Jesus is referred 

to as savior multiple times in the New Testa-

ment.  Let’s look at just one section for a few 

examples — the Infancy Narratives. 

he Angels Are Talking 

to All of the Principal Actors 

We had Christmas just a few weeks back.  

Remember the Christmas story for a moment.  

In Matthew I: 20-21, it says that an angel of 

the Lord told Joseph, in a dream, that he 

should not:  

“Fear to  take Mary your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is of the 

Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and 

you shall call his name Jesus, for he 

will save his people from their sins.”   

Moving over to Luke, again in chapter I: 46-

47, this is the part of the Magnificat in which 

Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and 

my spirit rejoices in God my savior.”  Also 

from Luke I, getting down to verses 68 and 

69, the angel went and talked with Zechariah 

as well:  

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

for he has visited and redeemed his 

people, and has raised up a horn of 

salvation in the house of his servant 

David.” 

Going over to the second chapter of Luke, 

verses 29-31 tell the famous story of Simeon.  

Simeon took him [Jesus] up in his arms and 

blessed God and said:  

“Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 

depart in peace, according to thy 

word; for mine eyes have seen thy 

salvation which thou hast prepared in 

the presence of all peoples.” 

If you noticed anything here, the angels are 

talking to all of the principals, using all of the 

same kind of language, talking to Joseph, to 

Mary, to Zechariah, to Simeon. 

And then finally, let’s not forget also in Luke 

Chapter II: 10-11, this is the part that many of 

you have memorized because of the “Peanuts 

Christmas Special,” where the angel said to 

them:  

“Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you 

good news of a great joy, which will 

come to all the people; for to you is 

born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”   

All the principals in this story are told that Je-

sus is going to be the savior, in each case.  

You go back to that first one about his name 

shall be Jesus:  “She will bear a son and you 

shall call his name Jesus.”   

esus’ Name Means “He Saves”; 

Now Let’s Talk Salvation 

In Hebrew, Joshua and what Jesus is called, 

probably Yeshua, is a variation of that name, 

which simply means “he saves.”  It’s right 

there in his name.  And who was Joshua but 

the one who took the people into the Prom-

ised Land, saving them from slavery in 

Egypt.   

So now, let me talk about salvation a little be-

cause there are some facets to it that have 

been overlooked and eclipsed for one major 

facet.  The one facet that has trumped them 

all is whether you go to heaven or not.  And 

all the ones that got eclipsed have a very fun-

damental understanding of what salvation is 

all about.  I’d like to look at those displaced 

facets with you for a bit.   
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They have a lot to do with Moses and Joshua 

being delivered from slavery into the Prom-

ised Land.  If you stop thinking literally:  Yes, 

they were literally enslaved.  Yes, they liter-

ally went to a different area that was much 

more accommodating to them as a people, 

out of harsh Egypt into enfolding Israel.  But 

if you look at the travails of the Jewish people 

metaphorically, there are countless ways in 

which people are enslaved, how people are 

trapped versus being freed.   

This is one of the core metaphors that runs 

throughout all of scripture, where Moses is 

the one who is the great liberator, the great 

deliverer, the one who takes people from 

bondage of one type or another and leads 

them into freedom.  That’s just one facet of 

the human story.  It’s also the feeling of being 

an alien versus being at home.   

he Literal Side vs. the Figurative, 

Metaphorical, and Analogical Side 

In addition to bondage on the Exodus, an-

other primary theme of their story is exile.  

Cyrus the Great, king of Persia (c. 585-529 

B.C.), was way over to the northeast of 

Egypt, but the scriptures refer to him as a 

messiah.  During the Babylonian exile (597-

538 B.C.), the Jews appealed to Cyrus II, Can 

we go home?  And he’s the one ruler out of 

many who said, Sure, go ahead.  That’s the 

way in which he amassed his huge kingdom, 

by allowing people to have autonomy in their 

respective areas.  So rather than keeping them 

as slaves in Babylon, Cyrus II said, No, go on 

home, rebuild your city with my blessing.   

At home versus being exiles, being aliens.  

Free versus being enslaved or imprisoned, as 

in Joshua and Moses. 

Another theme that runs all the way through 

the scriptures, both Old Testament and New 

Testament, is the notion of being satisfied 

versus being hungry.  Once again, there's the 

literal side of it and there's the figurative or 

metaphorical or analogical side of it.  You 

can be hungry in your soul; you can be hun-

gry in your mind as well as being hungry in 

your body.  Salvation is part of being satisfied 

deep inside with whatever the hunger is that 

is gnawing at you.   

There's more.  Being well, being whole ver-

sus being sick or injured.  Throughout the en-

tire Old Testament and into the New 

Testament, there's this notion that the body, 

once again mind, soul, emotions, as well as 

body can be injured or can be sick.  PTSD is 

nothing more than an injury or an illness that 

is part of the soul and part of the mind and 

part of the emotions.  It’s not really part of the 

body.  You don’t have a fever, you don’t have 

bleeding, but it’s an illness all the same.   

And salvation is being whole.  It is being 

well, regardless of the nature or the form of 

your illness. 

And then there's one more.  So far, we’ve 

looked at home versus being exiled; free ver-

sus being enslaved or imprisoned; satisfied 

versus being hungry; well and whole versus 

being sick or injured.  And then one more 

comparison has found its way mostly into the 

New Testament, and it’s a great metaphor — 

found versus being lost.   

The story of the prodigal son.  The prodigal 

son wasn’t lost literally.  He knew his way 

home; he didn’t need a map.  But he was lost 

in other, deeper ways and came to himself, 

according to the story, and found his way 

home.  So being found, knowing where you 

are, where you belong versus a lost-ness.  

Once again, there is a literal side to it, but the 

figurative side, the metaphorical side is the 

beautiful side to the dénouement of the story.   
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ll of These Are Metaphors for 

Salvation, Every Last One of Them 

The substance of all of those provides a 

weight to the story that is much more im-

portant than whether you’re going to heaven 

or not.  Salvation has a certain triviality in it 

if you’re just worried about whether you’re 

going to heaven or not.  So you add all these 

things together, you add them up.  You do the 

sum, and you come up with another Hebrew 

term, which is shalom.   

Shalom has long been known as a term that’s 

not just the absence of an argument, not just 

the absence of war but rather a whole-ness, a 

found-ness, a satisfaction in your life.  When 

you wish shalom on a person, you’re wishing 

the fullness of it, not just the absence of an 

argument.  In John 14, Jesus says:   

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I 

give you; not as the world gives do I 

give to you.  Let not your hearts be 

troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 

What he’s saying is salvation.  His name is 

“He saves.”  And he’s bringing the wholeness 

of it to the people as best as he was able to do 

during the three years he walked the earth. 

Now let me shift gears just a bit more.  So far, 

everything that I have said is pretty much Bi-

ble-study kind of stuff, pulling a lot of differ-

ent verses together, trying to make a point 

with all of these different verses from the Old 

Testament and the New Testament.  Now let 

me ask a somewhat more difficult question:  

“Why should you care?”   

hen You Help Someone, 

You Are Part of Salvation 

I’d like to answer this way:  When you help 

someone in word or in deed, and you can look 

at that list again of being found or cured or 

fed or freed.  When you help someone, you 

are participating in salvation.  You aren’t just 

praying, “Oh Jesus, do this stuff for me.”  

You are helping.  You are part of the salva- 

tion of the world.  You are therefore being 

Christ-like.  You are being messianic.  Your 

participation in salvation helps make real this 

prophesy of Isaiah (61: 10), where he says:  

“I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my 

soul shall exalt in my God for he has 

clothed me with the garments of sal-

vation, he has covered me with the 

robes of righteousness as the bride-

groom decks himself with a garland 

and as a bride adorns herself with her 

jewels.”   

A metaphor here, once again, the garments of 

salvation which is the robe worn by the bride-

groom, and the jewels worn by the bride with 

all their richness and beauty and luxury are 

symbolic of wellness and wholeness and 

found-ness and satisfaction, which is the 

promised inheritance of the children of God 

which you help enable when you help in 

whatever way. 

dd It All Up, and the 

Peace of Christ Is Shalom 

This then leads, after you add it up, to the 

peace of Christ, which is shalom.  All of this 

underlies the words we say at the beginning 

of our worship service, “The peace of Christ 

be with you.”  It reduces the trivialization of 

that standard phrase that you might get when 

somebody comes to your door, saying, “Have 

you been saved?”  It helps to reduce the in-

significance of something that’s actually very 

important, winding its way through the scrip-

tures, and it brings about the peace of Christ 

to be with you and also with you. 

Amen. 
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