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GOD WAS AND IS ALWAYS SPEAKING 
A Lenten Homily by Dr. Dov Treiman 

Preached on Wednesday Evening, March 29, 2017 

 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

always be acceptable to you, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

 

he History of Christianity  

Popularly Viewed 
The word, “always,” as in my title, is a long 

time.  So we need to look at the history of 

Christianity from the popular point of view 

— a vantage point in which you might rec-

ognize some inaccuracies. 

The whole thing started, of course, on De-

cember 25 in the year zero, when some 

shepherds were minding their own business, 

and some angels came along and told them 

to check out a stable in Bethlehem, where 

they would find the Savior they had been 

awaiting.  So they rushed over to the stable, 

and sure enough, there they were:  mother, 

father, baby, ox, donkey, little drummer boy, 

and three kings. 

esus Comes Back 

Fast-forward 30 years, and the baby, 

whom we know as Jesus, grew up and was 

teaching for three years before running into 

trouble with the law on some trumped-up 

charges, and he was put to death.  Three 

days later he rose from the grave and came 

back as a giant rabbit. 

The disciples were astounded to see a giant 

rabbit wandering around, and so one of the 

disciples, named Saint James, sat down and 

did the only sensible thing.  He wrote the 

Bible — in English.  Another one of the dis-

ciples, seeing that the Bible thing was al-

ready covered, sat down and wrote a list of 

everything that defines what Christianity is.  

That disciple’s name was Nicene or some-

thing like that.  Nicene later went on to write 

the Declaration of Independence and the 

Constitution, both to make sure that the 

United States would be a Christian country. 

So there we had it — giant rabbit, Bible, and 

Christianity all ready to go, three days after 

Jesus died. 

fter the Resurrection  

Well, the Romans didn’t like that for a 

while, and then they decided they would like 

it after all, for reasons that have some ob-

scure connection to Pall Mall1 cigarettes.  

Anyhow, nothing much happened until 

about 1500 or so, when Rex Harrison in-

vented the idea of having a Pope, which is to 

say an old man in Rome who would have 

lots and lots of babies and would be very 

bad about obeying what Nicene had written 

about Christianity or what Saint James had 

written in his Bible. 

So Martin Luther came along, and, not lik-

ing all the Pope’s babies, he nailed a copy of 

Protestantism to some church door some-

where, and then all true Christians, meaning 

Protestants, would know what it is to be 

Christian, and we haven’t disagreed about 

anything ever since. 
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But a few years ago, Saint Gracie of Allen 

said, “Never put a period where God has put 

a semicolon,” and the whole thing got very 

confusing.  Then we of the UCC started say-

ing, “God is still speaking.” 

icking It Apart 

And that is where we stand.  The only 

thing wrong with this history is that very 

little of it happened, and nearly the whole 

first half is contradicted by the Bible itself.  

The second half is for the most part contra-

dicted by anyone who’s ever read a history 

book. 

Now I’m not going to pick apart that ac-

count point-for-point.  But I really do want 

to focus on the whole idea that the ideas of 

Christianity sprang into existence within a 

couple of days of the crucifixion. 

That part is as false as nearly the entirety of 

the rest of the narrative. 

hristianity Defined 

In truth, the struggle to figure out what 

Christianity is started during Jesus’ lifetime 

and has continued uninterrupted through and 

including my lifetime and yours.  There has 

never been a single moment when somebody 

could point a finger and say, “Ah, this is 

Christianity. 

And if you don’t believe that, read all four 

of the gospels with an eye for how they con-

tradict each other, and you will get the idea.  

But the early founders determined that, even 

with all those contradictions, we need those 

four points of view.  In other words, we 

need to be listening to things that may con-

tradict what we already believe. 

Already in the early centuries of the church, 

its foundational leaders were saying it. 

They were saying, “We need to be listening 

to things that may contradict what we al-

ready believe.” 

Anyhow, just recording the life of Jesus 

from those four points of view took some 60 

years after the crucifixion.  In truth, howev-

er, defining Christianity was an immense 

struggle for the first 400 years after the cru-

cifixion, and along the way, there were some 

great scholars who wrangled with each  

other. 

reek Philosophy in  

Early Christianity  

One of their arguments with each other was 

over the question of whether the Greek phi-

losophers, all of whom worshipped Zeus and 

all that lot, had anything useful to say for 

Christians. 

One of these was the man we eventually 

came to know as Saint Augustine (354-430), 

who wrote prolifically and who did a good 

deal to help develop the ideas that the world 

would eventually recognize as setting forth 

what is and what is not Christianity.  He felt 

that the pagan philosophers indeed had  

much of value to say that was worthwhile 

for Christians. 

He published his thoughts on the subject in 

the year 397, twenty-eight years prior to the 

writing of the first two-thirds of the Nicene 

Creed.  Augustine developed these as a four-

book library he called On Christian Doc-

trine, where we can find at least one origin 

for the thought, “God was and is always 

speaking.” 

In Book 2, Chapter 40, Augustine wrote: 

“If those who are called philosophers, and 

especially the Platonists, have said anything 

that is true and in harmony with our faith, 
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we are not only not to shrink from it, but to 

claim it for our own use from those who 

have unlawful possession of it.2 

“For, as the Egyptians had not only the idols 

and heavy burdens which the people of Isra-

el hated and fled from, but also vessels and 

ornaments of gold and silver, and garments, 

which the same people when going out of 

Egypt appropriated to themselves, designing 

them for better use, not doing this on their 

own authority, but by the commandment of 

God, the Egyptians themselves, in their ig-

norance, providing them with things which 

they themselves were not making a good  

use of; 

“In the same way all branches of heathen 

learning have not only false and supersti-

tious fancies and heavy burdens of unneces-

sary toil, which every one of us, when going 

out under the leadership of Christ from the 

fellowship of the heathen, ought to abhor 

and avoid; 

“But they contain also liberal instruction 

which is better adapted to the use of the 

truth, and some most excellent precepts of 

morality; and some truths in regard even 

to the worship of the One God are found 

among them….  [Emphasis supplied.] 

3“That most faithful servant of God, Moses, 

had done the same thing; for of him it is 

written that he was learned in all the wisdom 

of the Egyptians.” 

In other words Augustine was affirming that 

other religions are perfectly capable of giv-

ing real insight into the genuine nature of 

God and God’s universe.  

nsights from Paleontology  

Think about this: 

Our paleontologists tell us that what we 

more or less define as human beings have 

been around for 40,000 years. 

By any kind of reasonable dating, Abraham, 

the patriarch of the Jews, was no earlier than 

about 4,000 years ago. 

Now we say that God loved the world.  Do 

you really think that God didn’t love the first 

36,000 years of human beings?  To put that 

differently, do we really think that God has 

been loving us for only ten percent of the 

time we have been here? 

Or may we take Saint Augustine’s thought 

about pre-Christians possessing divine truth 

and affirm that God was always speaking 

and that God spoke to our fully human an-

cestors 40,000 years ago? 

Gift from God  

Is not the God idea itself a gift from 

God?  We have evidence that as long as 

there have been human beings, there has 

been the God idea. 

So God was always speaking, not just to 

Abraham, not just to Abraham’s descend-

ants, both the physical ones, the Jews, and 

the spiritual ones, us. 

God was always speaking, the whole time. 

We see it in the oldest graves we dig up of 

human beings for all those 40,000 years, 

clear evidence that they believed in some-

thing we would call a god. 

oming to America  

In 1620, when the Pilgrims prepared to 

sail for America aboard the Mayflower, Pas-

tor John Robinson said in his parting ser-

mon:  I 
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“I charge you before God . . . that you fol-

low me no further than you have seen me 

follow the Lord Jesus Christ.  If God re-

veals anything to you by any other in-

strument of His, be as ready to receive it 

as you were to receive any truth by my 

ministry, for I am verily persuaded the Lord 

hath more truth yet to break forth out of his 

Holy Word.”  [Emphasis supplied.] 

If God reveals anything to you by any in-

strument, be as ready to receive it as you are 

to receive any other truth. 

od Was and Is Always Speaking  

We of the UCC have, until now, 

boiled that down to four words:  “God is still 

speaking.” 

But we can adjust that a bit:  God was and is 

always speaking. 

We of this church are particularly expansive 

about our understanding of God’s voice be-

ing revealed to people of other faiths.  And 

perhaps it is a little arrogant for us to think 

of it as a new idea, as a modern idea. 

After all it was in 397 that Saint Augustine 

said of other religious traditions that they 

“contain also liberal instruction which is bet-

ter adapted to the use of the truth, and some 

most excellent precepts of morality; and 

some truths in regard even to the worship of 

the One God are found among them.” 

Yes, God was always speaking.  God is still 

speaking.  God will always be speaking.  

And the voices God uses are not always 

Christian. 

It is for us to listen to God’s voice wherever 

it may be found, in our own church, in our 

own denomination, or in other denomina-

tions, other faiths, other spiritual traditions. 

Amen. 

                                                           
1 The well-known Pall Mall logo has large 

art-nouveau lettering of “Pall Mall” on the 

front of the pack.  On the front and back 

shields there is a white coat of arms showing 

two lions rampant on the sides and a helmet 

on the crest.  The shield is inscribed “Per 

aspera ad astra” or “Through hardships to 

the stars.”  The scroll at the bottom reads 

“In hoc signo vinces” or “By this sign shall 

you conquer.”  The Pall Mall slogan appears 

under the scroll:  “Wherever Particular Peo-

ple Congregate.”   

“In hoc signo vinces” derives from a sign in 

heaven that gave the Christian emperor Con-

stantine courage in the evening before the 

battle of Milvian Bridge.  Upon looking at 

the sun, he is said to have seen a cross in the 

sky and thereupon declared:  “In this, con-

quer.”  At first, Constantine did not under-

stand the meaning of the apparition, but 

during the night he dreamed that Christ had 

told him to use the sign of the cross against 

his enemies.  This outburst of faith was 

eventually rendered from Greek into Latin 

for “In this sign, you will conquer.” 

 
2 We acknowledge this quote from St. Au-

gustine is difficult for modern readers. In the 

original it was two paragraphs, one very 

long and the other very short.  We break 

them here into quasi-paragraphs in order to 

make them somewhat easier to read than 

they would have been for their original 

Greek-speaking audience who lacked even 

spaces between words, much less punctua-

tion to guide them along. 

 
3 This is the shorter paragraph.  Everything 

preceding it, in the original, was but a single 

paragraph. 
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