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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at 
First Congregational Church! 

 
Pastor’s Perspective-- 

 
Of all the subcategories of Christian music, the Advent and Christmas 
hymns are simply the best.  I was having that thought again when on 
the third Sunday of Advent, we sang In the Bleak Midwinter.  It is truly 
one of my favorites, and while we sang it I began to wonder why.  If I 
may reminisce a little, I think I may have stumbled upon an answer  
that may resonate with you and your memories. But it’s not just that 
hymn.  It’s the whole collection of them.  Ah, the memories… 
 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing - I had an uncle named Harold.  I wasn’t 
aware of any of the angels being named Harold, and had no idea what 
a herald was.  I was a teenager before I figured it out.  With chagrin, I 

remember this every year. 
Away In a Manger - There was a lovely family in one of my previous churches with three sisters - a 
soprano, a mezzo-soprano, and an alto.  And the three would sing that hymn at the Christmas Eve 
service and did so for just shy of 50 years in a row, before one of them passed on.  I remember them 
every year and the beauty of their musical gift. 
 
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming - “A shoot shall come forth from the stump of Jesse” Isaiah writes in the 
8th Century BCE., right after Israel had been conquered and overrun for the first of what would be five 
times.  For me this image of hope is one of the most powerful and poetically beautiful I’ve ever 
encountered.  Any gardener or landscaper knows about cutting something down, then seeing it emerge 
again in the Spring, and feels the power of life. 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem - I had a chance to sit on the porch of the cabin where Phillips Brooks was 
when the idea for this carol came to him a century earlier.  It’s up on a hillside overlooking a little hamlet 
in Pennsylvania.  Sitting there I was imagining Brooks, while he was imagining the shepherds and angels. 
What Child Is This, Who, Laid to Rest - One of the many titles given to Mary is First Theologian.  It comes 
from that phrase in the gospel whereupon receiving the Magi, and seeing the gifts, and hearing what 
they were saying about her child, “she pondered these things in her heart.”  This hymn asks the identical 
question, What Child is This? 
 
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  - The words come from the Liturgy of St. James, and then the music is 
from a 17th C. French carol, harmonized by Ralph Vaughan Williams.  I’m sorry, but it just doesn’t get any 
better than that.  For me it is a powerful antidote to the commercialization and the “Grandma Got Run 
Over” side of Christmas. 
(Cont. on page 2) 

 



(Cont. from page 1 – Pastor’s Perspective) 
And of course, In the Bleak Midwinter - Christmas occurs right after the Winter Solstice.  And this is not a 
coincidence.  And this hymn serves as one of the deepest, yet most subtle, reminders of the light 
breaking forth when it is darkest, of warmth breaking forth when it is coldest.  The “earth stood hard as 
iron, water like a stone” is symbolic of when life is hard, operating at a primal, Jungian level in our souls.  
So also the image of a tender newborn, asleep on the hay, with a radiant Mary looking on, instills a 
message of love, hope, peace in our souls, softening the ice and iron. 
 
Christmas Blessings upon you all! On behalf of the staff of First Congregational Church, we wish you 
health and happiness, peace and prosperity, hope and love and goodness for the year to come. 
 
Rev. Dr. Arthur Suggs 
 

And also from Art…. 
 
On December 31 we say goodbye to the Rev. Janet Abel as our Associate Pastor.  She has accepted a call 
to Redeemer Lutheran Church in Endicott, as announced in last month’s newsletter.  I merely want to 
say to Janet that it has been a privilege, an honor, and a joy working with you these last five years.  The 
skills, strengths, and intelligence you have brought to FCC have enriched us all.  And so we say Thank 
You!  You leave behind a grateful Senior Pastor, Staff, and Congregation.  We wish you every blessing 

with your new congregation, especially as you adapt to High Churchiness. 

 
  From All Your Low Church Friends at FCC 
 
 
 
        Advent Candle Lighting Services 

 

This last Christmas season the Christian Education 

committee organized the advent candle lighting services.  

They tried to use families and shared a lovely little 

message to go with each candle. You won’t find advent in 

the Bible.  Unlike communion, Christ did not tell us to 

celebrate it.  Rather, advent is a tradition that has grown 

over the years to help us prepare for Christmas (other 

than buying gifts).  Judy Garnar and the Christian 

Education committee did a wonderful job this year in 

helping us prepare. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING – JANUARY 28, 2018 – The office requests all reports from 

committees and boards to be submitted by email by January 3. Thank you! 

 

 

             Zach, Henry & Shelbi duBord 



                          You did it again FCC! 

For the sixth year our Mission Committee adopted families from the 

Woodrow Wilson School in Binghamton.  The guidance counselor gave us 

information on four needy families (24 people) that could use a little help.  

That help came to nearly 100 wrapped gifts.  The Mission Committee 

sorted the gifts into families and delivered them to the Woodrow Wilson 

School on prospect Street in Binghamton.  The families come to the school 

and pick them up. 

 

We may never meet any of these people and most will never reach out to 

us; however, Jesus told us that when we do “unto the least” of his 

children, we do it unto him.  Thank you again for your generosity FCC. 

 

                               And Happy Birthday Jesus – please accept our birthday gifts! 

 

 

                                                           “They” are meeting again! 

 

Ever get frustrated at how “they” make all the rules and make all the decisions?  In the Congregational 

Church all major decisions must be made by a vote of the congregation.  In our church “they - are us”!  

Each year we gather in January to hear reports from the various boards and committees and elect 

officers to support our church program for the coming year. 

 

This year the Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 28, 2018, after morning worship.  The 

actual meeting will follow a nice luncheon in the social hall.  All boards and committees are asked to 

have their reports to the church office by January 3.  A formal written copy of these reports will be 

available on Sunday, January 21, along with a 2018 financial plan and proposed slate of officers. 

 

Please plan on coming to share your vision on what God is calling FCC to do in our neighborhood. 

 

 

Board of Trustees 

 

Tuesday, December 19, the Board of Trustees held their monthly meeting to discuss church business. 

Further understanding of the new heating controls was discussed. The important part for all to 

remember with these new controls is the thermostats can no longer be adjusted within the rooms. If 

you have need for areas to be heated, please contact Leslie in the office so she can pre-arrange heating 

the space(s) you require.  It is a fairly simple process controlled by the computer. 

(Cont. on page 4) 

 

 

 



(Cont. from page 3 – Board of Trustees) 

Other topics which were covered included the need to establish a safety committee (requested by our 

insurance carrier), further progress in managing our web page (to commence in January), discussions 

about budget changes for 2018 regarding programs, committees and staff. Requests were approved for 

some new coffee makers; and some lighting issues inside and out were addressed. 

 

As always, I feel this church is very blessed to have an active, engaged board and feel fortunate to be a 

part of such a group. If anyone has any questions or concerns, please feel free to approach any of the 

trustees. 

                                                                                        Art Price, Chairman 

 

 

Jazz Vespers 

 

Jazz Vespers will be held on Sunday, January 14, at 5:00 PM in the sanctuary. We will showcase the 

Andrew Williams Quartet, featuring Andrew Williams on trombone, Gene Cothran on keyboards, Larry 

Lolli on guitar and Joe Roma on drums. These are four outstanding local musicians. Start your year off 

right with some wonderful music. 

 

Faith Works Fellowship 

 

Because of the Christmas holiday, there was no fellowship meeting in December. Our monthly meetings 

will resume on Friday, January 19, 6:00 PM, with a pot-luck supper in Fellowship Hall. This will be our 

annual planning meeting – please bring your ideas, thoughts and suggestions for programs in 2018. 

 

Wanted to share with you that STAP – Southern Tier AIDS Program – sent a letter expressing their 

thanks to the church for the 25 Thanksgiving dinners which they received on behalf of their clients. 

Again – thanks to all who contributed. 

 

Board of Deacons 

 

The Board met on Tuesday, December 19, 2017 in the church library.  Items discussed included: 

 Average attendance in November was 66+ at worship 

 Reviewed the coming worship schedule 

 Christmas Fund offerings came to $350. 

 Pew Bibles have been purchased.  Dedication labels will be placed in them 

 Compensation package for the pastor in 2018 was discussed 

 Farewell activities for Rev. Janet Abel on December 31 were finalized 

 Plans for Christmas Eve services were made. 

 Phyllis reported on the many thank you & get well cards she sent in the last month 

The next meeting of the board will be January 16, 2018 

 



                   How to contact us 

          Mon-Thurs, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

                       607-723-8981 

 

          fcc@binghamtonwireless.com 

           Web:www.uccbinghamton.org 

 

The Rev. Dr. Arthur M. Suggs – Pastor 

Leslie Lipski – Church Administrator 

Art Price – Trustee Chairman 

Clare Price – Deacon Chairman 

Nancy Wildoner – Organist & Choir Director 

Judy Giblin – Director of Jazz Vespers 

Sharon Shadduck – Childcare Provider 

Alice Pettit – Treasurer Emerita, Church Hostess 

William Cuddeback – Treasurer 

Curtis Hartwig – Assistant Treasurer 

Martin Rorapaugh – Financial Secretary 

Vanessa Warren – Bookkeeper 

Cindi West-Davidson – Custodian 

Julie Ann Johnson – Evening Coordinator 

Toni Rorapaugh – Librarian, Historian 

Arlene Price – Membership & Forecaster Ed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating  January Birthdays 

 

 9 John Roberts 

10 Chris O’Neill 

12 Rachel Youmans 

13 Rev. Janet Abel 

     Liana Railsback 

14 Brandon Bucker 

     Daniel Ray 

21 Heidi Bowne Roberts 

23 Shirley Sullivan 

     Robert Winans 

24 Devin O’Neill 

26 Debbie Van Dusen 

27 Andrea Bucker 

28 James Lewis 

30 Connor Gyllenhammer 

     Steven Excel 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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