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 Our Mission:  Feeding the hungry in body, mind, and spirit 
    “No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

     you are welcome at First Congregational Church.”
  

                                               
Welcome  

It’s a joy to connect with you today.  You cannot be here in person but you 
are here in spirit.  

Statement of Oneness (unison) 
We were made in the image of God; thus, as we grow in faith and 
mature in spirit, that image shall shine all the more clearly. Like 
Jesus, we are children of God; thus, as our birthright, we shall live 
all  our  days  surrounded  by  unconditional  love.  Humanity,  the 
Image of God, is  beautiful  in God’s sight,  part of a  magnificent 
creation; therefore, we are beautiful in God’s eyes. 
 

The Scriptures declare that the entire Kingdom of God is within 
us.  Also,  we  live  our  lives  immersed  in  Divinity.  We  gather  to 
celebrate that sacred and wondrous Truth. 
 

Many hurtful and unjust things happen in our world, motivated by 
hatred or fear. Yet also there is love in our hearts. Let us declare 
that love, acknowledge it is of God, and promise to grow in love 
day by day. Amen.  

Call to Worship       Psalm 16 (The Message) 
One:    Keep me safe, O God, I’ve run for dear life to you
All:      I say to God, “Be my Lord!”  without you, nothing 
makes sense 
One:    My choice is you, God, first and only.
All:      And now I find I’m your choice! 
One:    You set me up with a house and yard
All:      And then you made me your heir!  You gave me an inher-
itance. 
One:    Day and night I’ll stick with God;
All:      I’ve got a good thing going and I’m not letting go. 

 
*Hymn  #215   Joy Dawned Again on Easter Day (2 verses, see 
page 4 below)

*Unison Prayer 
Dear God, we confess that we live in a world in which truth is often 
twisted to fit our own desires.  When we do not live by your truth 

 God is still speak-



and do your will, our world becomes a broken one filled with fear 
and suffering.  You sent  
Jesus to show us how to conquer hate with love. May our words and 
actions bring hope and love to all those who are struggling.  Give us 
grace to be your instruments of Peace, Hope, LOVE and JOY. Amen 

       
Scripture Reading   1 Peter 1:3-9 (The Message) 

 What a God we have!  And how fortunate we are to have Him, this 
Father of our Master Jesus!  Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we’ve 
been given a brand-new life and have everything to live for, including a future 
in heaven and the future starts now!  God is keeping careful watch over us 
and the future. The Day is coming when you’ll have it all - life healed and 
whole.

I know how great this makes you feel, even though you have to put up 
with every kind of aggravation in the meantime.  Pure gold put in the fire 
comes out of it proved pure;  genuine faith put through this suffering comes 
out proved genuine.  When Jesus wraps this all up, it’s your faith, not your 
gold, that God will have on displays as evidence of his victory.

You never saw him, yet you love him.  You still don’t see him, yet you 
trust him - with laughter and singing. Because you kept on believing, you’ll 
get what you are looking forward to:  total salvation.

Scripture Reading     John 20:19-31 (The Message)
Later on that day, the disciples had gathered together, but, fearful of the 

Jews, had locked all the doors in the house.  Jesus entered, stood among 
them, and said “Peace to you.” Then he showed them his hands and side.

The disciples, seeing the Master with their own eyes, were exuberant.  
Jesus  
repeated his greeting: “Peace to you. Just as the Father sent me, I send 
you.”  Then he took a deep breath and breathed into them. “Receive the 
Holy Spirit,” he said. “If you forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone for good.  
If you don’t forgive sins, what are you going to do with them?”

But Thomas, sometimes called the Twin, one of the Twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came.  The other disciples told him, “We saw the Master.” 
But he said, “Unless I see the nail holes in his hands, put my finger in the nail 
holes, and stick my hand in his side, I won’t believe it.”

Eight days later, his disciples were again in the room.  This time 
Thomas was with them. Jesus came through the locked doors, stood among 
them and said, “Peace to you.”

Then he focused his attention on Thomas.  “Take your finger and exam-
ine my hands. Take your hand and stick it in my side.  Don’t be unbelieving. 
Believe.” Thomas said, “My Master! My God!’ 

Jesus said, “So, you believe because you’ve seen with your own eyes.  
Even  
better blessings are in store for those who believe without seeing.”

Jesus provided far more God-revealing signs than are written down in 
this book.  These are written down so you will believe that Jesus is the Mes-
siah, the Son of God, and in the act of believing, have real and eternal life in 



the way he  
personally revealed it.

 
Sermon    What do you need for your faith to bloom? 
 
Prayer Request and Offertory Reminder 
   
*Hymn #214    Thine is the Glory (2 verses, see page 3 below)

Benediction 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, the comfort, guid-
ance and challenge of the Holy Spirit, be with each one of you, now and al-
ways.  Go in peace and the God of peace go with you. Amen






