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Our Mission: Feeding the hungry in body, mind, and spirit
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome at First Congregational Church.”

Welcome
It is a joy to connect with you today. You are here in spirit. God is Spirit. Let us
worship God in spirit and in truth.

Statement of Oneness (unison)
We were made in the image of God; thus, as we grow in faith and mature in
spirit, that image shall shine all the more clearly. Like Jesus, we are children
of God; thus, as our birthright, we shall live all our days surrounded by
unconditional love. Humanity, the Image of God, is beautiful in God’s sight,
part of a magnificent creation; therefore, we are beautiful in God’s eyes.

The Scriptures declare that the entire Kingdom of God is within us. Also, we
live our lives immersed in Divinity. We gather to celebrate that sacred and
wondrous Truth.

Many hurtful and unjust things happen in our world, motivated by hatred or
fear. Yet also there is love in our hearts. Let us declare that love,
acknowledge it is of God, and promise to grow in love day by day. Amen.

Call to Worship 1 Peter 2:19-25

One: When you are treated badly for no good reason,

All:  What counts is that you put up with it for God's sake.

One: This is the kind of life you have been invited into, the kind of life Christ
lived.

All:  Christ suffered everything that came his way so you would know that
it could be done.

One: And also know how to do it step by step.

All:  Jesus never did one thing wrong. Yet the people called him every
name in the book. For God's sake, he said nothing back. He suffered
in silence, content to let God set things right.

*Hymn #204 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
(2 verses. see page 3)



Scripture John 10: 1-10 (Jesus the Good Shepherd)
Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is
the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him and the sheep
hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them and the sheep follow him because
they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him
because they do not know the voice of strangers. Jesus used this figure of speech
with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. So again Jesus
said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came
before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the
gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may
have life, and have it abundantly.

Sermon Less Response, More Peace
Prayer Request and Offertory Reminder

*Hymn #216 The Day of Resurrection
(2 verses, see page 4)

Benediction
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, the comfort,
guidance and challenge of the Holy Spirit, be with each one of you, now
and always. Go in peace and the God of peace go with you. Amen



204 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
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216 The Day of Resurrection!
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