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 Our Mission:  Feeding the hungry in body, mind, and spirit 

    “No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
     you are welcome at First Congregational Church.” 

  

                                                

Welcome  
It is a joy to connect with you today. You are here in spirit. God is Spirit. Let us 
worship God in spirit and in truth. 
 
 

Statement of Oneness (unison) 
We were made in the image of God; thus, as we grow in faith and mature in 
spirit, that image shall shine all the more clearly. Like Jesus, we are children 
of God; thus, as our birthright, we shall live all our days surrounded by 
unconditional love. Humanity, the Image of God, is beautiful in God’s sight, 
part of a magnificent creation; therefore, we are beautiful in God’s eyes. 
 
The Scriptures declare that the entire Kingdom of God is within us. Also, we 
live our lives immersed in Divinity. We gather to celebrate that sacred and 
wondrous Truth. 
 
Many hurtful and unjust things happen in our world, motivated by hatred or 
fear. Yet also there is love in our hearts. Let us declare that love, 
acknowledge it is of God, and promise to grow in love day by day. Amen 
 

Call to Worship    Psalm 66 (The Message) 
One: Take a good look at God's wonders, they'll take your breath away. 
All:   God converted sea to dry land; travelers crossed the river on   
  foot.  Now isn't that cause for a song? 
One:   Didn't he set us on the road to life?  Didn't he keep us out of the ditch? 
All:   He trained us first, passed us like silver through refining fires. 
One:   Road-tested us inside and out, took us to hell and back; finally he brought 
   us to this well-watered place. 
All:   All believers, let me tell you what God did for me.  If I had been cozy  
  with evil, the Lord would never have listened.  Blessed be God:  he  
  didn't turn a deaf ear, he stayed with me, loyal in his love. 

 
 
*Hymn #527   For the Fruit of All Creation  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 God is still speaking 
 
 



 
 
 Morning Prayer (unison) 
    Thank you, God for giving us the world and all that is in it for our  
benefit.  Help us to see the beauty in our world and the evidence of your love 
for us.  You took the cross, a sign of weakness and hate, and turned it into a 



sign of hope and love.  You took the empty tomb and transformed it from a 
place of death into a place of eternal life.  As the source of love and beauty, 
teach us to be lovely and beautiful to all people.  Amen 
 
 
Scripture    1 Peter 3: 13-22 (The Message) 
    If with heart and soul you are doing good, do you think you can be stopped?  even if 
you suffer for it, you're still better off.  Don't give the opposition a second 
thought.  Through thick and thin, keep your heart at attention, in adoration before 
Christ, your Master.  Be ready to speak up and tell anyone who asks why you are living 
the way you are, and always with the utmost courtesy.  Keep a clear conscience before 
God so that when people throw mud at you, none of it will stick.  They'll end up real-
izing that they are the ones who need a bath.  It's better to suffer for doing good, if 
that's what God wants, than to be punished for doing bad.  That's what Christ did de-
finitively:  suffered because of other's sins, the Righteous One for the unrighteous 
ones.  He went through it all - was put to death and then made alive - to bring us to 
God. 
    He went and proclaimed God's salvation to earlier generations who ended up in the 
prison of judgment because they wouldn't listen.  You know, even though God waited 
patiently all the days that Noah built his ship, only a few were saved then, eight to be 
exact - saved from the water by the water.  The waters of baptism do that for you, not 
by washing away dirt from your skin but by presenting you through Jesus' resurrection 
before God with a clear conscience.  Jesus has the last word on everything and every-
one, from angels to armies.  He is standing right alongside God, and what he says goes. 
 
 
Scripture      John 14: 15-21 (The Message) 
    "If you love me, show it by doing what I have told you.  I will talk to the Father, and 
he will provide you another Friend so that you will always have someone with 
you.  This Friend is the Spirit of Truth.  The godless world can't take Him in because it 
doesn't have eyes to see Him, doesn't know what to look for.  But you know Him al-
ready because He has been staying with you and will even be in you! 
    I will not leave you orphaned. I'm coming back.  In just a little while the world will 
no longer see me, but you are going to see me because I am alive and you are about to 
come alive.  At that moment you will know absolutely that I'm in my Father, and you 
are in me and I am in you. 
    The person who knows my commandments and keeps them, that's who loves 
me.  And the person who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and 
make myself plain to him.   
    Judas (not Iscariot) said, "Master, why is it that you are about to make yourself plain 
to us but not to the world?" 
 
 
Sermon    Gentle Answers with courtesy 
 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
*Hymn #368      
 
 



 
 
Benediction 
    May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, the comfort and challenge 
of the Holy Spirit, be with each one of you, now and always.  Go in peace and the God 
of peace go with you.  Amen 
 


